She is widely known and highly appreciated in Poland as the initiator of young scholars' academic development movement. She published more than 200 works. Maria Dudzikowa was the head of a cross-university research team (a grant of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education) The books rewarded by the Polish Academy of Sciences are a report from longitudinal research, made up of a theoretical part, a methodological study, and the interpretation of results obtained at each stage of reconstructing school experiences of the same respondent population. Researchers from Poznań and Zielona Góra tried to find out whether and to what extent students' attending renowned high schools contributed to the development of their social capital. For the first time in many years, a longitudinal study was conducted in Poland to monitor on an ongoing basis to what extent school is an environment in and through which social capital is created and what we can predict in this regard.
The titles of the most important books by Maria Dudzikowa and publication series that she co-edited with young scholars best reflect the purpose and joy of living a life full of pedagogy, thinking in humanistic categories and acting through politics (within the Aristotle's meaning of this word as a rational pursuit of the common good). The late educator was a Polish language teacher, collaborating with her master and tutor, professor Heliodor Muszyński, in creating a kind of school whose aim is to bring young people up but whose design and operation differs from the previous ones. (Kraków 2015) ,and the above-mentioned essay on love for books. Her research activity began the era of holistic, empirical and interpretative pedagogical research in educational sciences. Her research interests focused on problems of interdisciplinarity in science, the relation between research and practice, school as the subject of changes and the environment of personal development of students and teachers, school daily life and culture, the processes of enculturation, upbringing and self-creation.
Sadly, on October 30, 2018, she died in Konin after nearly two years of combat with cancer. There are few people at universities who serve others with heir lives, and thanks to their exceptional passion and real self-improvement effort, they consider their family, academic and social roles as a moral imperative. Professor Maria Dudzikowa used to read for others, and she did so with her whole being It was enough to mention a thought or an idea to immediately hear from her the titles of the most important and valuable books, both new and old. The deceased professor was a great person with Renaissance wisdom, encyclopedic knowledge and excellent education, using in her research and lectures knowledge of the humanities and social sciences, not only of pedagogy but first of all of belles-lettres, literary studies, linguistics, psychology, cultural anthropology, sociology and modern philosophy. She was a unique, exceptional person, interdisciplinarily studying the phenomena of education and upbringing, as well as educational and academic policies. She imparted to us the personal passion she had for multidirectional pedagogical study of processes, events and institutions that ate fundamental for the culture and daily life of each human and each community.
